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King of Kings  

This is our theme for Christmas this 

year. When I hear that phrase I think 

of the Hallelujah Chorus:  

‘King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and 

he shall reign for ever and ever!  

Hallelujah!’  

Of course every word of Handel’s 

great oratorio was taken from the Bible 

and the title ‘King of Kings’ is used 

twice in the Revelation of St John, as 

he describes the Messiah overcoming 

all the forces of evil. (Revelation 

17:14, 19:11-13,16.) 

This year, more than any other in re-

cent  times, the issues of kingship and 

authority have come to the fore. As we 

said goodbye to Her Majesty Queen 

Elizabeth II, so we now anticipate the 

coronation of King Charles III, set for 

6 May 2023.  

In the same week that the monarchy 

moved from mother to son, so the posi-

tion of Prime Minster moved from  

Boris Johnson to Liz Truss, and a mere 

seven weeks later Truss herself was 

then replaced by Rishi Sunak. 

Looking abroad we see the issue of 

‘who should rule’ in Ukraine being 

contested not by constitutional means 

but by warfare. The bloodshed contin-

ues as Putin asserts his claim to rule 

over the lands bordering Russia. 

It is in the light of these worldly claims 

to power that Jesus Christ stands out so 

brightly and so distinctly. We remem-

ber that, at his temptation in the wilder-

ness, he was offered temporal power 

by the devil himself but rejected it -  

choosing instead to follow the path of 

obedience, servanthood, and suffering. 

(Matthew 4:8-10) 

Christ offers us a different vision of 

power based not on what we can get, 

but on what we can give. His rule is the 

rule of love (James 2:8) and that is  
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why heaven bows in awe and worship 

towards him; he who alone had the 

right, as God’s Son, to assert himself 

over us, instead bows down to serve 

(John13:3-5; Philippians 2:5-8). 

Prayer  

The other theme that we’re focusing on 

(after Christmas), is prayer, and it is  

in the context of serving that prayer 

takes on fresh importance. There are 

two reasons for this:   

Firstly, if we are called to love and  

to be selfless, we need a source of  

loving power to fill up our hearts.  

Our hearts are prone to bend inwards  

in selfishness, but in prayer we meet 

with our loving King and our hearts are 

softened. 

Secondly, in the Bible, prayer is shown 

to be an effective tool for God’s king-

dom. There is something about humans 

exercising their free will to invite God 

into situations, that gives him the space 

and authority to work in power. When 

we pray surprising things can happen 

for the good!  

I’ve decided to approach the subject  

of prayer in the sermon series from 

January, not in a theoretical way, but 

by looking at concrete examples of 

prayers in the Bible. I hope this will 

give us fresh faith and enthusiasm for 

prayer as we move into 2023. 

For some time I have been promoting a 

vision for Christ Church to be a house 

of prayer, a healing place and a training 

place. In a sense all this begins with 

prayer. If we are to build God’s  King-

dom we have to do it God’s way which 

is: ‘Not by might, nor by power, but by 

my Spirit’ (Zechariah 4:1).  

When the Spirit of God moves, new 

possibilities come into being (Genesis 

1:1-2). To return to Handel again, it 

was God, I believe, who inspired his 

music. It is said that when Handel had 

completed the Hallelujah Chorus he 

came out of his room crying, ‘I did 

think I did see all Heaven before  

me, and the great God Himself seated 

on His throne, with His company of 

Angels.’  

May we all catch a fresh vision of the 

King of Kings this winter! 

God bless,    

Richard 

We light our advent candles on the  

four Sundays before Christmas 

King-size bed  

Photo by Greyson Joralemon on Unsplash 
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Just Come Round . . . 

to Christ Church DA1 3ET 

every Thursday, 4-7pm 
Dinner served at 5.30pm 

Join in with board games and activities, or 

you can just hang out and chat.  

All ages are welcome 

There is no need to book, but please  

message Lynne: 07592 389 436 with  

dietary requirements.  

This is part of the Warm Welcome initiative  

and is funded by Dartford Council. 

Are you curious about the Christian faith? 

Do you have questions about God and his relevance today? 

If so, then come and join us at Alpha in the new year. christchurchdartford.com/alpha 

We start with refreshments, share a meal, watch a short DVD and have a discussion. 

Look out for details on our website (see above), Facebook page or weekly notice sheet. 

All are welcome, whether you attend church or not.  

Come with your curiosity and all your questions! 

 

https://christchurchdartford.com/alpha/
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Christmas Tree Festival 

from 26 November  

to 13 December 

You are invited to make a donation to  

raise funds for the Ellenor Hospice. 

 
The Christ Church  

Christmas Tree Festival  
is being launched at our  

Christmas Fair on 26 November. 

The trees have been decorated  

by various groups  

associated with Christ Church.  

You are invited to view the trees 

at the following times, between 

26 November and 13 December* 

Mondays: 6pm – 8pm 

Tuesdays: 1pm – 4.30pm 

Fridays: 1.30pm – 4pm 

Saturdays: 10am – 2pm 

Christ Church is also open for our services  

at 8am and 10am on Sundays. 

*The trees are being taken down  

on Friday 16 December. 

Giving Campaign Progress 

We had a wonderful Prayer, Thanksgiving and Offering weekend at the end of  

October. The testimonies during the morning services and the fellowship over the 

shared lunch were very encouraging, and the ‘Prayer Pilgrimage’ at Christ Church on 

the Saturday and at the Sunday evening Presence service brought us closer to God. 

I’m pleased to say that people were very generous; the one-off donations totalled 

£13,580, including £6000 received when we first announced the Campaign earlier in 

the year, on which we can claim Gift Aid. The pledges received for regular giving 

equate to an increase in £8,204 p.a. (we can claim Gift Aid on some of this), making a 

huge difference to our financial situation. In addition, we have been pursuing grants 

and have received a total of £9,500 from Dartford Borough Council and the Diocese 

of Rochester over the summer and autumn period, offsetting the costs of our commu-

nity projects. The PCC and leadership remain focused on balancing our finances, as 

we serve God’s kingdom, and will continue to look at ways of increasing income and 

reducing costs as we move forward. 

My sincere thanks to everyone for their generosity and willingness to share which 

made the weekend such a significant step forward for our church.               Richard 
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The Story 

‘The idea and inspiration for ‘Man of Straw’ began as a response to the growing  

negative and derogatory image developing of homeless, unemployed, elderly and 

disabled people, in fact, almost anyone needing our help and support, as being of no 

worth and a burden on society.  

This is a harmful road to travel and in all of my experiences and involvement with 

many people like those mentioned in this story, I have found that this couldn’t have 

been further from the truth.’        Jon Cunningham 

‘Man of Straw’ is being performed  
at Christ Church, 7pm (for 7.30pm start) 

on  Saturday 4 February 2023 
This is a free event but donations to the Dartford Winter Shelter are invited.  

Please book via the church office on 01322 221589  

or email christchurchdartford@hotmail.co.uk 
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International Meal  

On 24 September 2022 we enjoyed an international evening celebrating the many 

cultural backgrounds of members of the Christ Church family.  

As well as delicious food from across the continents we enjoyed an array of songs in 

a range of different styles. 

The evening rounded off with lessons in how 

to wear a sari and how to put on a gele (the 

beautiful head-dress often worn by women in 

Nigeria). There was a lot of fun and laughter 

with people trying out clothing they’ve never 

worn before. 

In a world marked by division it was wonder-

ful to come together as one family under God 

to eat, sing and laugh together – and our 

thanks go to everyone who contributed to 

make it such a success. 

Remembering the Queen  

For the duration of the period of 

national mourning of her late 

Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, we 

opened Christ Church each after-

noon and evening so that people 

could sign the book of condolenc-

es, leave flowers, light a candle 

and pay their respects in their own 

way. Many people, who would 

not have had the opportunity to go to Westminster Hall and pay their respects in  

person, were glad to do this.  

On the day of the funeral we showed the service live on our large screen at church, so 

that people could be together if they wished. 

Queen Elizabeth was a devout Christian and her faith provided the bedrock for her 

years of public service. Many of us who later watched the service of committal at  

St George’s Chapel, Windsor, were particularly moved by the ceremony when all the 

royal regalia was carefully removed from her coffin. As the crown, orb and sceptre, 

symbols of her majesty and authority, were removed, it was a reminder that she was 

always simply a child of God, like any of us, saved by the mercies of Jesus and  

returning at last to her eternal home. We thank God for her witness and her example. 
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Come and see . . . 

Christingle Service: 4pm, Sunday 11 December 

All ages can make a Christingle to show God’s love for the world. 

Carols by Candlelight: 6.30pm, Sunday 18 December 

Join us for a mix of traditional carols and new songs, led by our Worship Team. 

Work party: 9am - 12.30pm on 14 January 

Please join us to help with various jobs in the church building and in the grounds.  

Details inside . . . 

‘Just come round’: every Thursday from 4-7pm; dinner at 5.30pm 

Christmas Tree Festival: open from 26 November - 16 December 

‘Man of Straw’ Concert: 7 for 7.30pm, 4 February 2023 

 

 

We are here to be and to make followers of Christ.  

‘Come, follow me’, Jesus said. (Mark 1 verse 17) 

Christ Church Dartford 

Cross Road, DA1 3ET (01322 221589) christchurchdartford@hotmail.co.uk 

Recordings of our Sunday services are available on YouTube (search for Christ 

Church Dartford), our website: www.christchurchdartford.org.uk (‘Talks’ page),   

and via our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford 

Supporting Christ Church 

You can donate using the QR Code opposite.  

See our website: christchurchdartford.com/contact-support-us/ 

for more information about our church finances and ways to  

support us financially.  

Pledge forms and accompanying letter are still available. 

See also the Giving Campaign update on page 5. 

http://www.christchurchdartford.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford
file:///C:/Users/msmit/Documents/Custom Office Templates

