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Harvest Season  

The word ‘harvest’ conjures up a by-

gone age of whole villages going out 

into the fields from dawn till dusk 

gathering the crops into storehouses, 

catching the moment when everything 

is ripe and then using precious time  

to save all the produce for the cold 

winter months ahead. 

How the world has changed! Huge  

machines harvest our crops now, and 

yet our crops are threatened by the  

pollution our machines are causing. 

But the beauty of creation still abounds 

and with it God’s provision for our  

daily needs - we have so much to be 

thankful for. ‘Raise the song of harvest 

home,’ they sang, and we still sing that  

hymn today.  

This autumn our church services focus 

on two themes: ‘Creation’ and 

‘Wilderness’. During September and 

October we will look at the wonders of 

the world God has made - its mystery 

and order, the human responsibility for 

its care, and the bountiful provision  

of God. Then I want to change key 

from major to minor, as it were, and 

spend several weeks considering the 

journey of the people of Israel through 

the wilderness.  

For forty years they wandered facing 

hardship and trials and yet God was 

with them and brought them through. 

God was patiently working out his  

purposes in their lives. We too may feel 

that we are in a desert. It feels as 

though we are facing crisis after crisis. 

Familiar certainties have been stripped 

away and we can easily feel lost. But 

the God of the harvest is also the  

God of the desert. He accompanied  

the Israelites and ultimately, under his 

Cover Photo by Brooke Lark on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@brookelark?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/creation-harvesting-fruit?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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blessing, they won through and entered 

the promised land! 

Autumn, Alex and Alpha . . .  
The Autumn ‘term’ is busy, so do 

please read the ‘What’s On’ insert that 

tells of events coming up.  

We begin with a Welcome Service and 

lunch for our new curate Alex, his 

wife, Emma, and son Teddy (see p4) 

on Sunday 4 September. Alex comes 

with a lot of experience of leading the 

Alpha course and he’ll be running this 

for us for eight weeks during October 

and November (see p6).  

The Alpha course has been popular the 

word over as a means of finding out 

about the Christian faith, so please  

contact the church office (details on the 

back page) if you are interested in  

doing the course.  

Thanksgiving and generosity  

You will also see in this magazine a 

handout for our ‘Giving Campaign’. 

We appreciate your huge generosity 

that enables Christ Church to be such  

a busy and active place; serving God 

and reaching out to our community, 

helping old and young alike and bring-

ing an awareness of God and his loving 

presence to those around us.  

However, sadly our income has fallen 

behind our expenses over the last few 

years. We have been cushioned by  

investments arising from a bequest 

many years ago but as those resources 

diminish we are faced with the pro-

spect of scaling back our ministry and 

outreach. We are therefore inviting 

people to review their giving.  

We appreciate that a lot of people are 

experiencing adverse circumstances 

and may need to reduce their contribu-

tion to Christ Church, but hopefully a 

good number will be able to increase 

their giving.  

It may be that you’ve never given to 

Christ Church on a regular basis, in 

which case do please consider creating 

a standing order. If you are a tax payer, 

you can increase the value of your  

donation by signing a Gift Aid declara-

tion which enables us to claim back an 

additional 25% from HMRC!  

Looking to the long term, I would also 

encourage you to think about leaving  

a gift to Christ Church in your Will.  

If our church community has been sig-

nificant in your life, a legacy will help 

ensure future generations have that 

same opportunity and experience.  

Finally I want to bring our thoughts 

back to God. In Psalm 50:10 we read: 

For every animal of the forest is mine, 

and the cattle on a thousand hills.  

and  in Psalm 24:1 we read:  

The earth is the Lord’s and everything 

that is in it. 

God is Lord of the desert and the  

harvest field alike and is Lord over 

both the easy and challenging times in 

life. May we encounter his faithfulness 

and celebrate his goodness in all these 

seasons and circumstances! 

God bless,           

Richard 
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Hello from the  

Coakley-Youngs Family! 

We’re Alex, Emma and Theodore 

(known as Teddy) and we are moving 

to Dartford in mid-August to join the 

Christ Church family for the next few 

years.  

It feels more like we’re “moving back” 

than moving somewhere new, as it  

was only in early 2020, just before that 

first lockdown, that we moved to 

Chichester from Chatham. Dartford 

doesn’t feel so far from our old stomp-

ing ground, but we are only beginning 

to get to know Dartford from our brief 

visits as more than the name of the 

semi-famous crossing of the Thames. 

We’re looking forward to learning 

more about the town and community as 

we start to settle in at the end of the 

summer.  

Alex 

Over the last couple of years Alex has 

been working as an Operations Manag-

er at Saint Wilfrid Church in sunny 

Bognor Regis on the south coast, 

where he also completed his placement 

in preparation for starting curacy.  

Emma 

Emma is a “very experienced student” 

and last September started a medical 

degree at the new Kent and Medway 

Medical School in Canterbury.  

Teddy 

Teddy has been very busy with his toy 

cars and trains or chasing after our  

two Fox Red Labradors, two cats and 

several hens. We are hoping for some 

recommendations for fun parks and 

good dog walks nearby! 

We are really looking forward to find-

ing out what God is up to in Dartford 

and can’t wait to join in His mission 

for the church and the town.  

Flower Guild   
Christ Church Flower Guild is a  

team of volunteers who ensure the 

church has beautiful displays of  

flowers week by week. New team 

members are always welcome, even on 

an occasional basis.  

Flowers can be dedicated to the 

memory of a loved one or to  

celebrate a special occasion. Please 

speak to Carol Clements (01322 

220802) to find out more. 
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Caring for Creation  

At the vicarage for many years now 

we have been on a journey to find 

ways to reduce our environmental  

impact.  

We both love nature and it breaks our 

heart to see how much damage our  

human race is doing to the planet, so  

we are always looking for different 

ways to reduce that impact as much as 

we can. 

Recycling is a good place to star t. 

It’s so easy to throw items into the 

wrong waste bin. In a back-to-front 

way, locally, the black bin is for recy-

cling and green for general waste. But 

the colours don’t matter; what does 

matter is that we recycle as much as 

possible! It takes a bit of effort to clean 

up foil and plastic packaging, and to 

split up the components that can be re-

cycled from those that can’t, but it’s 

worth it.  

As you know, glass bottles and jars 

have their own container for the  

council collection, and glass can readi-

ly be re-formed.  

For food waste we purchased a caddy 

to collect vegetable peelings etc, and a 

composter that can turn it into valuable 

plant nutrients. 

We also discovered a lot of plastics that 

can’t go in the street collection can be 

brought to big supermarkets which 

have their own plastics drop-off; places 

like Sainsbury’s, Tesco and M&S have 

these schemes. 

After recycling, our choice of diet has 

gradually changed. Abi (our daughter) 

was a big influence for this in our  

family but we now eat vegetarian food 

for most meals. Meat takes more of the 

earth’s resources to produce and the 

animals themselves produce methane 

which, globally, has become a major 

addition to the climate problem. In-

deed, changing diet is said by many to 

be the most valuable change you can 

make to reduce environmental impact. 

Catherine  has discovered numerous 

recipes, for example those from the 

Hairy Bikers—turned Hairy Dieters. 

Not only is the food really yummy it is 

generally good value and healthier too! 

Fuel and energy costs are shooting 

through  the roof. There has never been 

a better time to cut back usage. Simple 

things like turning off lights can make 

a difference. Did you know that a 

charger left switched on at the mains 

uses electricity even if the device itself 

is switched off or disconnected? The 

same  is true of all the devices we leave 

on stand-by. Photo by Nasa on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/s/photos/creation-harvesting-fruit?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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Aside from reducing usage, finding 

green sources of power is important. 

Some people have installed solar  

panels and others have found green  

energy suppliers - although with the 

current energy supply crisis this has 

become more difficult. 

Transport is another area. If you fly 

can you reduce the number of flights? 

For us, it’s reducing road mileage. 

We’ve gone from two cars to one and 

are trying to cycle or walk more, rather 

than immediately jumping into the car 

all the time. 

Another thing we would recommend is 

finding out more about nature. When 

we turn our eyes away from something 

it’s easy not to care about it. The oppo-

site is also true. As we find out more 

about the complex beauty and fragile 

interdependence of all the living things 

God has made, so the preservation and 

flourishing of God’s creation becomes  

bigger priority in our lives. 

We still have a lot more to learn and to 

do on our environmental journey, but 

the growing awareness and delight we 

have in the wonder of God’s world are 

rich incentives to press on further! 

Catherine and Richard 

 

ALPHA Course 

We will be running this over eight 

weeks from the beginning of October. 

See the weekly notice sheet for more 

details and contact the church office 

to book a free place. 

Who is it for?  

The Alpha course covers the basics of 

the Christian faith and is open to anyone, 

whether they attend church or not. They 

have various reasons for joining in and 

questions that they want to discuss, e.g. 

about the purpose of life.  

How does it work? 

Each session begins with a meal or re-

freshments and is a chance to get to 

know others in the group. 

It is hosted by one or two leaders who 

will facilitate and encourage discussion. 

You can get to know others in the group 

and continue discussions and deepen 

friendships after the course finishes.  

There will be a short talk which looks at 

a different aspect of the Christian faith 

each week. This is followed by a group 

discussion.  

Everyone is welcome to contribute and 

ask questions during the discussion.  It is 

all very relaxed and informal! 

Topics include:  

 Who is Jesus?  

 How can we have 

faith?  

 How does God guide us?  

 Does God heal today?  

 What about the Church?  

 Who is the Holy Spirit?    

 How can I make the most of the 

rest of my life?  

More details on: https://alpha.org/ 

Come as you are  

- and take us as you find us!  

Maybe you've been meaning to go to 

Church for a while, but not got round to 

it; or some experience has put you off.  

Do give it a try - we want you to feel wel-

come and comfortable and would love to 

chat over refreshments after the service! 

http://uk.alpha.org/
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Dartford Foodbank 

You are invited to bring items for 

our Harvest Festival on 2 October. 

The most-needed items are: 

 toilet rolls, washing up liquid, soap, 

bleach, washing powder, shampoo, 

deodorant, toothpaste/brushes 

 nappies 5/6, wipes, sanitary items 

 teabags, coffee, long life milk  

 jam, marmalade, chocolate spread,  

 tinned fruit, custard, rice pudding 

 squash, biscuits, crisps 

 tomato & brown sauce, mayonnaise 

 pasta & sauces, macaroni cheese, oil 

 tinned meat, corned beef, chicken in 

white sauce, sardines, tuna, mackerel 

Gluten-free and dairy-free products are 

also appreciated by some recipients.  

Any queries to: 07434 811 053; email: 

dartfordfoodbank@gmail.com

Shoebox Appeal 

Leaflets explaining how to fill a shoebox 

with a gift for a family in need will be   

available from Christ Church.  

A copy of the leaflet can also be down-

loaded from the Amen Trust website: 

https://www.amentrust.co.uk/relieving-

poverty/romanian-shoebox-appeal/ 

Please bring your filled shoebox(es)  

to Christ Church on or before the  

Sunday 6 November 10am service.  

If you have any queries or are unable  

to bring your box(es) by 6 November, 

please contact Val Wooder, our local  

co-ordinator; alternatively, email:  

janet@amentrust.co.uk 

International Social Evening 

Saturday 24 September 

5pm, Christ Church Hall 

Please come and join us for a meal which 

will reflect the diversity of our Christ 

Church family. Entertainment from the 

Kent Gospel Band.  All are welcome! 

Book via the church office (221589) 

Christmas Mini-Fair 

Saturday 26 November 

10.30am-1.30pm, Christ Church 

Children’s tombola and activities, 

face-painting, competitions,  

cakes and gifts plus refreshments  

and light lunches on sale 
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Come and see . . . 

St Michael’s, Wilmington,  7 for 7.30pm  Thursday 22 September 

Justyn Rees Larcombe will be visiting St Michael’s Church and sharing his story 

of transformation from his addiction to online gambling. (Event ends approx. 9pm.) 

Work parties: 9am - 12.30pm on 10 September and 12 November 

Please join us to help with various jobs in the church building and in the grounds.  

All Saints’ Memorial Service, 4pm, Sunday 13 November 

A reflective service, with an opportunity to light a candle to remember loved ones and 

their names will be read out during a time of prayer. 

Details inside . . . 

International Meal, 5pm, Saturday 24 September, Church Hall 

Harvest Appeal: Dartford Foodbank, 8am and 10am, 2 October  

Shoebox Sunday / Christ Church Birthday, 10am, 6 November 

Christmas Mini-Fair, 10.30am - 1.30pm, Saturday 26 November 

We are here to be and to make followers of Christ.  

‘Come, follow me’, Jesus said. (Mark 1 verse 17) 

Christ Church Dartford 

Cross Road, DA1 3ET (01322 221589) christchurchdartford@hotmail.co.uk 

Recordings of our Sunday services are available on YouTube (search for Christ 

Church Dartford), our website: www.christchurchdartford.org.uk (‘Talks’ page),   

and via our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford 

Supporting Christ Church 

You can donate using the QR Code opposite.  

See our website: christchurchdartford.com/contact-support-us/ 

for more information about our church finances and ways to  

support us financially  

http://www.christchurchdartford.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford
file:///C:/Users/msmit/Documents/Custom Office Templates

