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Jubilee 

Welcome to our summer edition of the 

new-format Christ Church parish 

magazine. We have much to look  

forward to these coming months . . . 

On Wednesday 1st June, 7.30pm, we 

are hosting the confirmation service  

for the Dartford deanery. Bishop  

Simon will be praying for individuals 

to receive the Holy Spirit to confirm 

their Christian Faith. Several of our 

Christ Church members will be joined 

by people from other local churches to 

receive this special blessing. Please 

come along to support them if you can. 

A few days later we will be marking 

the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a 

party in the church garden, from 12 to 

to 3pm on Sunday 5th June  (see page 

7). Make a home-made crown for the 

‘Best Crown’ competition, enjoy a free 

lunch with strawberries and cream for 

dessert, and join in other garden 

games. It’s a great chance to celebrate 

this historic event with others so come 

along if you can.  

We are also organising a church picnic, 

summer ‘chatties’, and our Fun and 

Food project for the summer months 

(see the pull-out ‘What’s on Planner’ 

and pp 6-8 for more information). 

Our Sunday services in part will give 

us an opportunity to reflect on some of 

the spiritual aspects of the Queen’s 

coronation all those years ago. At  that 

service she was anointed for the task of 

The Coronation (licenced, ALAMY photo no. H41ADP) 
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being monarch. That involved putting  

a small quantity of fragrant olive oil  

on her head as a symbol of God  

calling, authorising her to the role and 

empowering her to fulfil her duty. 

Providentially, 5th June, the day when 

we will be celebrating the Jubilee,  

is also Pentecost Sunday. That’s the 

day each year when we especially  

remember God pouring out the Holy 

Spirit on the first disciples. They also 

were called, authorised and empowered 

by God for their task — which was to 

share the Gospel of Jesus to the wider 

world.  

God has a calling on each of our lives 

and we too need his anointing for that. 

Over the summer we’ll look at other 

characters from the Bible and their 

calling.  Hopefully this will help you to 

reflect on the plans God has for your 

life. He has a unique plan for each one 

of us and we can only fulfil that with 

his help and spiritual power! 

Everyday faith 

Another topic we’ll be looking at this 

quarter is finance. This is a continua-

tion of our Everyday Faith series. 

Money is a big issue for all of us and 

how we use it is an important expres-

sion of our faith and worship to God.  

You will see from our finance article 

on pp 4-5 that we have been running at 

a deficit as a church for a while now. 

We do have investments to cushion us 

but we need to reduce the deficit and 

get back on track, so in the autumn I 

will be asking people to review their 

giving to the church. We do not get 

grants from the central church, so  

people’s generous giving is our prima-

ry source of funding. So my aim is to 

help inform and educate people in two  

regards. The first is the practicalities  

of how the church finances work —

how we receive our funds and how we 

put them to good use. Secondly, and 

more importantly, I would love every-

one to understand more of what the Bi-

ble says about finance. 

People often quote the Bible as saying 

‘Money is the root of all evil’. In fact it 

doesn’t say that! What it says is ‘The 

love of money is a root of all kinds of 

evil’ (1 Timothy 6:10). God wants to 

bless us financially so that we flourish, 

but not to love it as an idol in the place 

of God himself.  

On the contrary, our money can be a 

great source of blessing and a wonder-

ful tool for serving God and helping 

others, in the same way as using our 

time and talents can be. 

We’ll explore this more in our June 

Sunday services, so do watch online if 

you can’t make it to the church itself 

(links to the recordings on YouTube are 

available via the church website and 

our Facebook page).  

I do hope you have a blessed summer. 

May it be for you a season of refresh-

ment and healing after the prolonged 

‘winter’ of adversity we have been  

going through! 

God bless,               

Richard 
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Our Church Finances 

During 2021 we had a total income of 

£110,272 (compared with £105,597 in 

2020) and we spent £151,854 

(compared with £150,524 in 2020), 

which means that last year we spent 

£41,582 more than we received. This 

compares to a deficit of £44,927 in 

2020.  

As in previous years, the shortfall  

was covered by a transfer from our  

St James’s Place (SJP) investment.  

As you are probably aware, we receive 

no funding from any external organisa-

tions. The chart below shows where 

our money comes from and we are 

very grateful to everyone who gives so 

generously to support the church. 

St James’s Place Investment 

In 2016, we invested £260,000 from 

the sale of 37 Gloucester Road into an 

investment account managed on our 

behalf by St James’s Place. At the end 

of 2021 the investment was worth 

£181,076 and we had withdrawn 

£40,000 during the course of the year.  

Since we opened the account we have 

withdrawn £127,000, but the interest 

gained means that the account value 

has only dropped by £78,924 over the 

same period. 

If we did not have the money to trans-

fer from SJP, our current account 

would have run out of money and we 

wouldn’t have been able to pay our 

bills. 

Gift Aid 

We are able to claim Gift Aid on any 

suitable donations and in 2021 we were 

able to claim Gift Aid on over 80% of 

the money given and so we received 

£11,650 in Gift Aid in total.  

As long as you pay more Income Tax 

than the total of all your donations in a 

tax year, we can claim back the tax you 

paid, through the HMRC Gift Aid 

scheme. 
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Spending 

In the chart above, the funds allocated 

to “Diocese and support” include our 

charitable giving and local support 

through our Community Fund but it is 

mainly made up of the money we give 

to the Diocese to support our clergy, 

including their salaries, training and 

accommodation. 

I have included our Youth Pastor’s  

salary and other costs in the “Children 

and youth” expenses.  

The “Church and 102 Chastilian Road” 

section includes the energy, insurance, 

and maintenance costs for the buildings 

we maintain. 

Looking Forward 

We are committed to give £55,289 to 

the Diocese, to support the clergy and 

other work of the Diocese and we are 

intending to give £6,008 to support 

charitable work. 

 

We are called to be good stewards of 

what we have been given and the PCC 

is committed to look at ways of both 

increasing our income and decreasing 

our expenditure, without diminishing 

our work within God’s plan for our 

church and community. 

If you can give regularly, for example 

by Direct Debit, it will help us to be 

able to plan our spending.  

If you wish to know more about how 

the church manages its finances or 

would like to find out how you can 

support us, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

Michael Smith  

Honorary Treasurer 

michaelsmith2908@gmail.com 
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‘Presence’ evening service 

This is held at 7pm on the last Sunday 

of the month; we worship and listen 

to God in an informal and creative way 

as we seek His presence in our lives. 

On 24 April the service reflected on the 

theme of ‘Resurrection People’. The 

photo below shows a reconstruction of 

the cross and open tomb that lie at the 

centre of our gospel message.  

Do feel free to join us — it could be a 

good way of giving church a try if 

Sunday morning doesn’t work for you.  
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RSVP: 01322 221589  or  

christchurchdartford@hotmail.co.uk 

Lunch, games for all the family and . . . 

a Crown  Competition — simply make and  

decorate a crown and bring it to the garden 

party to enter the competition  

Service of Celebration 10am 

Garden Party in the Church 

grounds 12-3pm  

You are invited to join us on Sunday 5th June 

Kindly supported by Dartford Council  
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Come and see . . . 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Party: Sunday 5 June, 12-3pm 

Come and join in the fun in our church grounds, with food, party games and a ‘Best 

Crown’ competition. (see p7 for details). 

Church Family Picnic: 9 July, Hall Place, 1pm 

Please bring your friends and family to enjoy an afternoon of fun together. All ages 

welcome!  

Cake, company and chat: Wednesdays in August, 3pm 

Our popular ‘Chatty’ events are returning again this year, held in the church grounds 

(under the gazebos) with light refreshments. An opportunity to spend time together 

and get to know new people. Feel free to bring your friends!     

A new curate for Christ Church! 

In mid-August we look forward to welcoming our new curate, Alex Coakley-Youngs, 

his wife Emma and young son (known as Teddy).  

 

We are here to be and to make followers of Christ.  

‘Come, follow me’, Jesus said. (Mark 1 verse 17) 

Christ Church Dartford 

Cross Road, DA1 3ET (01322 221589) christchurchdartford@hotmail.co.uk 

Recordings of our Sunday services are available on YouTube (search for Christ 

Church Dartford), our website: www.christchurchdartford.org.uk (‘Talks’ page),   

and via our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford 

Supporting Christ Church 

You can donate using the QR Code opposite.  

See pages 4-5 for more information about our church finances 

and our website: christchurchdartford.com/contact-support-us/ for 

other ways to support us financially. 

http://www.christchurchdartford.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford
file:///C:/Users/msmit/Documents/Custom Office Templates

