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Welcome back . . . 

and looking forward! 

Welcome to the new Christ Church 

magazine! I hope you like the  new 

quarterly format with colour photos 

and a new centre page pull-out  

summarising the three months’ events 

at church.  

We decided to turn the loss of not  

being able to produce the magazine  

for many months into an opportunity 

for creating something fresh and  

new – which perhaps is a good way of 

looking at this terrible crisis which has  

engulfed the entire world! 

At Christ Church we responded to the 

pandemic by trying to see how we 

could make church accessible to as 

many people as possible, despite being 

locked down. Services went online 

with people watching on YouTube. We 

also provided a phone-in service for 

people who have no internet access. 

Prayer booklets were distributed to 

provide spiritual support. We relied 

more on phone and email as a means of 

keeping in touch and also introduced a  

buddy scheme for people on our  

contact list, which meant that as many 

people as possible had someone to look 

out for them. This extended to practical 

help, with people shopping for those 

who couldn’t get out, or simply a door-

step conversation to make sure the 

lonely had some face-to-face contact 

with a friendly face. 

Junior Church met on Zoom and events 

such as the Nativity Trail brought 

Christmas to the community when  

normal services could not take place. 

Carols by Candlelight 
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(Christmas 2020). And what a joy it 

was this last Christmas to able to hold 

services again. The Carols by Candle-

light (pictured opposite) was a real 

highlight with the emotional intensity 

and beauty of the Christmas Story  

accentuated by the corporate sense of 

loss we have all experienced. 

Moving forward we are trying to adjust 

to the emerging ‘New Normal’. Our 

community projects have taken on new 

urgency as the social and economic  

effects of the pandemic hit home (see 

pages 6-7). 

Services are now in person but we are 

continuing to encourage the congrega-

tion to wear masks just to provide  

reassurance to the more vulnerable.  

To remind you, we hold our main  

Sunday service at 10am. On the  

1st Sunday of the month the children 

stay in the church for All Age Worship. 

On other weeks the children and  

teenagers go to their own groups and 

there is a crèche available for pre-

schoolers. Holy Communion is includ-

ed on the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

We also offer an 8am service for early 

starters. This includes Communion on 

the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of each 

month. 

At both the 8am and 10am services this 

quarter we are focusing on ‘Everyday 

Faith’ (see the focus article on pages  

4-5) with Bishop Simon as a special 

guest to preach on that theme at 

10am on 3 April. 

On the last Sunday of each month we 

hold ‘Presence’, our informal 7pm  

service.  

On Wednesday afternoons from 2pm  

to 3pm the church is open for pr ivate 

prayer. 

House groups are meeting again in  

person (see the ‘What’s On’ pull-out) 

and Community groups such as  

Toddlers and the Refresh café are also 

now back in action (see pages 6-7). 

So we are seeking to emerge from this 

crisis with fresh creativity and vigour. 

Keeping a sense of hope throughout 

this pandemic has been vital. The 

Christian message of Christ’s death 

and resurrection give us cause for hope 

amidst loss and sadness, and at Christ 

Church we are seeking to live that out 

in practice! 

God bless,              Richard 

October’s ‘Presence’ evening service 
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Everyday faith 

For the next few months our Sunday 

services are focusing on the theme of 

Everyday Faith. Being a Christian is 

not just about attending church on a 

Sunday. Rather it is about how we live 

our lives seven days a week, at home, 

at work, at school and wherever our 

life’s journey takes us. So how can we 

live our day-to-day lives effectively for 

God? 

At our 10am service on Sunday 16  

January Deb Gibson shared how we 

are called to be lights to the world 

wherever God puts us. She shared 

about her work as a medical secretary 

at St Thomas’s and how God gave  

her opportunities to pray for people 

and share her faith even as she  

commuted to work. After she retired, 

Deb continued as a volunteer chaplain 

at the hospital and found it a great  

privilege to respond to people’s  

requests for prayer. Deb asked her 

friend, Jo Hyett, to share about her 

work too (see insert below). 

 As a way of helping us to respond to 

God, Deb asked anyone who wished 

to, to come forward and light a candle 

and place it in the sand-tray, as a sign 

Lighted candles reminding us that  

we are to be God’s lights in the world 

Jo’s work 

As a practice nurse at a GP’s, I’m helping people day after day who are often  

finding great difficulties in life. I always try to show love and care for them and  

encourage them as I carry out my medical duties. I seek to care for them with  

the highest professional standards while taking an interest in them and valuing 

them as individuals.   

I talk about the things that have helped me in my life 

and occasionally they see the small cross tattoo I have 

on my wrist and ask what it means to me. I can say 

how my faith helps me and how Christ has made such 

a difference to my life and sometimes I can pray for 

them as well. It means so much to people when you 

care for them and take an interest in them and their 

needs, and that’s my way of showing God’s love. 
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 of our commitment to be God’s lights 

in the world and to ask the help of his  

Holy Spirit to do that. 

Over the weeks we will continue to 

hear stories of people’s faith at work. 

The series will also explore other  

daily issues such as how we relate to 

one another in our families, marriage,  

bereavement, community and educa-

tion - to name but a few. God is  

concerned about every area of our lives 

and hopefully this series will help us 

appreciate that.  

As a focal point for the series we will 

be having a visit from Bishop Simon, 

the Bishop of Tonbridge. He has  

championed the message of Everyday 

Faith and has offered to come to 

churches to pray for everyone who 

wants to come forward to dedicate 

themselves to this call. He will mark 

our foreheads with anointing oil as  

a sign of God being with us for the 

task. This will happen at the 10am  

All Age service on 3 April. Our plan 

also is to follow that event with a  

celebratory lunch – so please put that 

date in your diary!  

Confirmation Service 

As well as the Everyday Faith service 

of commissioning (3 April, 10am) 

Bishop Simon will also be with us on 

the evening of Wednesday 1 June, 

7.30pm, for our confirmation service. 

Confirmation is when people (known 

as ‘the candidates’) come forward one 

by one, for the Bishop to lay his  

hands on their head. As he does so he 

invites God’s Holy Spirit upon them to 

confirm and strengthen them in their 

faith and equip them for their life of 

Christian service.  

After receiving the Holy Spirit they  

are then invited to take their first  

Holy Communion, receiving bread  

and wine as a symbol of Christ’s body 

and blood, shed upon the cross for the 

forgiveness of our sins. 

The candidates all have to attend a 

preparation course first. If they haven't 

been christened or baptised before 

(christening is just another term  for 

baptism) that will also happen within 

the confirmation service.  

Do please get in touch with the church 

office (01322 221589) if you are inter-

ested in being confirmed in the future. 

Bishop Simon, Bishop of Tonbridge 

We’d love to hear what you think 

about this trial version of our new-

style quarterly church magazine – 

please send us your feedback!  

Church office: 01322 221589 

christchurchdartford@hotmail.co.uk 
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  COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

As a church, we endeavour to support 

and acknowledge the emotional,  

spiritual, mental and physical needs of 

our community.  

We are creating opportunities through 

the week for people to ‘touch base’ 

with us so that we can offer the support 

that is needed or else direct people to 

those that can help! 

Toddler Group  

This meets on Tuesday mornings dur-

ing term time. All pre-school children 

are welcome but must be accompanied 

by a parent, grandparent or carer.  

 Toys, chat, refreshments, singing 

and fun!  

 Free surplus food items (e.g. bread 

and pastries) from our local Tesco 

are available. 

 A clothes bank of ‘nearly new’  

babies’ and children’s clothes.   

There are two sessions: 

Session One – 9.15 to 10.45am 

Session Two – 11am to 12.30pm 

(including a light lunch) 

Refresh Café 

This is open each Tuesday afternoon  

(term time) from 1pm to 4.30pm.  

Hot drinks, pastries and light lunches 

are served. There is no charge but  

donations are gratefully received. Do 

come along, for a chat or maybe  

enjoy a game of Scrabble, or bring 

along your own board game to share. 

The clothes bank also runs during the 

café for any parents or carers attending.  

Foodbank and  

Support for the homeless 

At Christ Church we are committed  

to these Dartford Churches’ projects 

which  are both run by New Avenues,  

a local charity created specifically for 

the purpose. For more information see:  

newavenuesdartford.com or email:  

newavenuesdartford@outlook.com 

Our foodbank collection box is at the 

back of the church (near the main  

entrance). The items are taken to the 

foodbank each week and we are active-

ly helping people access these services. 

Youth Club  

This runs during term time, on the 2nd 

and 4th Wednesday of each month, 

from 6.15-7.30pm in the church hall.  

The club is for young people in school  

years 6 to 8 and provides lots of fun  

activities and opportunities for person-

al development for the benefit of all the 

community. 

Please contact the church office 

(01322 221589) to find out more 

about any of these activities, includ-

ing how you can help out! 

http://newavenuesdartford.com
mailto:newavenuesdartford@outlook.com
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Open for Prayer 
In seeking to support people’s spiritual 

needs we have supplemented our  

Sunday services with a mid-week  

opportunity for people simply to come 

to Christ Church for quiet reflection 

and prayer. The church is open from  

2 to 3pm each Wednesday for that 

purpose, with volunteer staff present to 

provide assistance. All are welcome.  

Fun and Food 
The pandemic has affected families in 

many different ways. We wanted to 

help children and their parents have a 

space to socialise again by providing 

free activities and lunch one day  

each week throughout the summer  

holiday of 2021. We were able to fund 

this via some generous donations from 

local businesses, Warburtons and the  

Diocese of Rochester’s Children and 

Young People (CYP) fund.  

Through the planning of this project 

we became aware that free school meal  

provision has gone up significantly in 

local schools and that some families 

would really appreciate extra support  

during the school holidays.   

In October we delivered slow cookers 

and a recipe book that we had created, 

with thrifty but delicious meals in it, 

together with some ingredients.                      

In December we delivered food boxes 

and activities for the children. We  

received donations of presents for the 

children and pampering toiletries for 

the mums which were also delivered.   

We are looking at how to increase the 

ways in which we are able to bless 

families in 2022 – if you have ideas or 

would like to help with this please 

speak to Lynne, our Youth Pastor (via 

the church office (01322 221589) or 

email:  

youthworker.christchurchdartford 

@hotmail.co.uk 
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Come and see . . . 

Mothering Sunday: 27 March 

At the 10am service we will be giving thanks for our mums and those who have been 

like mums to us. 

‘Holy Week’ and Easter (10 April - 17 April)  

Come and join us as we follow Jesus’ journey from Palm  

Sunday when he entered Jerusalem on a donkey, to the Last 

Supper with his disciples on Maundy Thursday, his death by 

crucifixion for us all on Good Friday, and celebrating the joy of 

‘Resurrection Sunday’ on which our faith is based  

(1 Corinthians 15 v14-23). See the Spring ‘What’s On’ guide 

(insert in this magazine) or our website for more details of these events.  

Christ Church APCM: Sunday 24 April, 11.30am 

Please join us as we hear reports from 2021 and plans for 2022. All are welcome to 

attend, but you need to be on our electoral roll in order to vote on any decisions.  

Work Party: Saturday 14 May, 9.30am - 12.00pm 

Help with church maintenance/gardening would be appreciated - followed by . . .  

Christian Aid ‘Big Breakfast Brunch’: Saturday 14 May, 12.00pm 

A brunch (bacon or sausage in a roll) to enjoy each other's company and raise funds 

for Christian Aid. See: www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals-key-appeals/christian-aid-

week-2022 for more information about Christian Aid Week, from 15 - 21 May.  

 

We are here to be and to make followers of Christ.  

‘Come, follow me’, Jesus said. (Mark 1 verse 17) 

Christ Church Dartford 

Cross Road, DA1 3ET (01322 221589) christchurchdartford@hotmail.co.uk 

Recordings of our Sunday services are available on YouTube (search for Christ 

Church Dartford), our website: www.christchurchdartford.org.uk (‘Talks’ page),   

and via our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals-key-appeals/christian-aid-week-2022
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals-key-appeals/christian-aid-week-2022
http://www.christchurchdartford.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford

