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Introduction 
 
It is now over three months since we were able to 
come together as a church family, and whilst 
there are some moves forward with opening the 
building for private prayer and potentially having 
small services with some restrictions in the near 
future, things are still so very different to how we 
remember, and will likely remain so for some 
time. For those who are shielding, or who are 
particularly vulnerable to Covid 19, the moves 
forward may feel like they leave you with 
incredibly difficult choices of whether to engage 
with this or to stay home. We want to assure you 
all of our love for you, whatever you decide over 
the next few weeks and months. Together or 
apart we remain the family of Christ Church.  
 
For some the last three months may have been a 
time of blessing and peace as the pace of life has 
slowed, for others it has been incredibly difficult 
for so many reasons, juggling of home-schooling 
and changes to work, financial concerns, and grief 
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and bereavement are ever present concerns for 
many. This booklet therefore is an update of the 
one that we sent out at the start of lockdown, but 
comes with the same reminder – that God is with 
us in all situations, whether we are conscious of 
his presence or not. Remembering this, and 
relying on him in prayer, can help us to keep 
going. Whether prayer comes easily to you or you 
struggle to pray we hope that you will find 
something in this booklet to enable you to notice 
God with you and to draw near to him.  
 
We still, as we said at the start of this time, 
remain together and remain community. We 
remain the church of God and the body of Christ 
in this place, and hopefully as we pray the prayers 
in this booklet we will feel closer together, even if 
we still cannot be together in the way we would 
like to be.  
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Specific prayers about Covid-19  
 
Keep us, good Lord,  
under the shadow of your mercy  
in this time of uncertainty and distress.  
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,  
and lift up all who are brought low;  
that we may rejoice in your comfort  
knowing that nothing can separate us  
from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ,  
you taught us to love our neighbour,  
and to care for those in need  
as if we were caring for you.  
In this time of anxiety, give us strength  
to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick, 
and to assure the isolated of our love, and your love,  
for your name’s sake.  
Amen.  
 
God of compassion,  
be close to those who are ill, afraid or in isolation.  
In their loneliness, be their consolation;  
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in their anxiety, be their hope;  
in their darkness, be their light;  
through him who suffered alone on the cross,  
but reigns with you in glory,  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
For those who are ill  
Merciful God,  
we entrust to your tender care  
those who are ill or in pain,  
knowing that whenever danger threatens  
your everlasting arms are there to hold them safe. 
Comfort and heal them,  
and restore them to health and strength;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayers For hospital staff and medical researchers  
Gracious God,  
give skill, sympathy and resilience  
to all who are caring for the sick,  
and your wisdom to those searching for a cure. 
Strengthen them with your Spirit,  
that through their work many will be restored to 
health; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
For if you are ill or isolated 
O God, help me to trust you,  
help me to know that you are with me,  
help me to believe  
that nothing can separate me from your love  
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
A prayer to remind us who we are 
We are not people of fear:  
we are people of courage.  
We are not people who protect our own safety:  
we are people who protect our neighbours’ safety.  
We are not people of greed:  
we are people of generosity.  
We are your people God,  
giving and loving,  
wherever we are, whatever it costs  
For as long as it takes  
wherever you call us.  
Amen 

Barbara Glasson President of the Methodist Conference 
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Prayers with children 
 

A prayer for when a friend is ill  
Dear God, (name of friend) is ill.  
They are not allowed to go to school  
or come over to play.  
I’m sad because I miss them.  
They must be feeling miserable and lonely as well.  
Please be close to them.  
Please be with the people who are looking after them. 
Please help them to get better  
and to know that you love them.  
Amen.  
 
A prayer for the world  
God of love and hope,  
you made the world and care for all creation,  
but the world feels strange right now.  
The news is full of stories about Coronavirus.  
Some people are worried that they might get ill.  
Others are anxious for their family and friends.  
Be with them and help them to find peace.  
We pray for the doctors and nurses and scientists,  
and all who are working to discover  
the right medicines to help those who are ill.  
Thank you that even in these anxious times,  
you are with us.  
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Help us to put our trust in you and keep us safe.  
Amen.  
 
A prayer at bedtime  
Before the ending of the day,  
Creator of the world, we pray  
That you, with steadfast love, would keep  
Your watch around us while we sleep.  
Tonight we pray especially for (family or friends)  
and the people of (country or place).  
Please give skill and wisdom  
to all who are caring for them.  
Amen. 
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Morning and Evening Prayer 
 
Sometimes when life feels a little (or a lot) out of control it 
can be helpful to begin and/or end the day with prayer. It 
helps to move our focus from the chaos, to the unchanging 
God who holds us close, and to still our hearts and minds.  
Contained here are suggested forms of morning and evening 
prayer, but others are available. Knowing that we are joining 
with others, in our church community and around the world, 
can help us to remember that we are not alone, but are part 
of the family of God, held together in his love. 
 
You may wish to light a candle and have some reflective 
music playing in the background. You can say the words out 
loud, or read the quietly to yourself, which ever feels more 
comfortable. If you are praying with others then you can 
choose one person to lead and the other(s) say the responses 
in bold type. 

Morning Prayer 
 
The Lord is good, a strong refuge when trouble 
comes. God is close to those who trust in him.  

Nahum 1.7  
Opening Sentences  
O Lord, open our lips  
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
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The night has passed, and the day lies open before 
us; let us pray with one heart and mind.  
 
Pause for reflection as you offer the day to God.  
 
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,  
so may the light of your presence, O God,  
set our hearts on fire with love for you;  
now and for ever. Amen.  
 
Bible Reading  
 
You may wish to read Psalm 23 or another psalm here, such 
as Psalm 16 or Psalm 139.  
After the Psalm we say these words.  

 
Glory to the Father and to the Son  
and to the Holy Spirit;  
as it was in the beginning is now  
and shall be for ever. Amen.  
 
You may wish to follow the weekly pattern of short 
readings given here, or choose a passage of your 
own.  
Monday   John 14.1-6  
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Tuesday   Philippians 4.8-9  
Wednesday  Colossians 3.16,17  
Thursday   Ephesians 2.19-22  
Friday   Romans 12.9-12  
Saturday   Luke 12.22-31 20  
Sunday  The reading for the church service 
 
Prayers  
Almighty and everlasting God,  
we thank you that you have brought us safely  
to the beginning of this day.  
Keep us from falling into sin  
or running into danger;  
order us in all our doings  
and guide us to do always  
what is righteous in your sight;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Keep us, good Lord,  
under the shadow of your mercy  
in this time of uncertainty and distress.  
Sustain and support the anxious and fearful,  
and lift up all who are brought low;  
that we may rejoice in your comfort  
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knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, 
now and for ever.  
Amen.  
 
The Conclusion  
The Lord bless us, and preserve us from all evil,  
and keep us in eternal life.  
Amen.  
Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.f  
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Evening Prayer 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
Opening sentences 
My soul waits for the Lord 
more than those 
who watch for the morning, 
more than those 
who watch for the morning. 
 
Call: Out of the depths I have cried to You. 
Response: O Lord, hear my voice. 
Call: With my whole heart I want to praise You. 
Response: O Lord, hear my voice. 
Call: If you, Lord, should mark iniquities: 
Response: Who could stand? who could stand? 
 
I will wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
and in His word do I hope. 
 
Expressions of faith 
Lord, You have always given 
bread for the coming day; 
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and though I am poor, 
today I believe. 
 
Lord, You have always given 
strength for the coming day; 
and though I am weak, 
today I believe. 
 
Lord, You have always given 
peace for the coming day; 
and though of anxious heart, 
today I believe. 
 
Lord, You have always kept 
me safe in trials; 
and now, tried as I am, 
today I believe. 
 
Lord, You have always marked 
the road for the coming day; 
and though it may be hidden, 
today I believe. 
 
Lord, You have always lightened 
this darkness of mine; 
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and though the night is here, 
today I believe. 
 
Lord, You have always spoken 
when time was ripe; 
and though you be silent now, 
today I believe. 
 
Bible Reading 
You may wish to read a passage from the Bible here. 
 
Prayers  
 
In the shadow of Your wings 
I will sing Your praises, O Lord. 
 
The Lord is my light, my salvation; 
whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the refuge of my life; 
of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
In the shadow of Your wings 
I will sing Your praises, O Lord. 
One thing I ask of the Lord, 
one thing I seek; 
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to dwell in the presence of my God, 
to gaze on Your holy place. 
 
In the shadow of Your wings 
I will sing Your praises, O Lord. 
 
I believe I shall see the goodness 
of the Lord in the land of the living. 
O wait for the Lord! 
Have courage and wait, 
wait for the Lord. 
 
In the shadow of Your wings 
I will sing Your praises, O Lord. 
 
Blessing 
See that you be at peace among yourselves, my 
children, 
and love one another. 
Follow the example of the wise and good 
and God will comfort you and help you, 
both in this world 
and in the world which is to come. 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen  
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Online worship and support 

 
If you have internet access and haven’t found us yet, then 
we are online at:  
 www.christchurchdartford.com   
 
On Facebook at www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford/ 
 
On Twitter at www.twitter.com/ChristChurchDA1  
 
On YouTube – search for Christ Church Dartford 
 
All our services will be posted on all these websites, so you 
only need to find us once!  
 
At the moment it is our intention that any return to in-
person worship will be supported by ongoing online content 
for those who cannot attend in person. 
 
All other updates and news are posted to twitter, Facebook 
and the website, as simultaneously as possible.  
 
You can message us on Facebook or twitter or email the 
church administrator on christchurchdartford@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.christchurchdartford.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchDartford/
http://www.twitter.com/ChristChurchDA1
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Telephone Worship and Support 
 
Each Sunday at 10am there is a phone in service (usually led 
by Rev Richard Mortimer). To access this call 0333 011 0616 
And key in the access code 1038685 followed by a # (it asks 
for a £ but most phones have #). Then say your name 
followed by #, and this will be announced to the other 
listeners as you join the conversation. It costs a standard call 
rate, at the end just hang up. 
 
The Church of England also has a daily service that you can 
phone into at any time: 

 
Although the church office is closed, phone messages are 
being checked remotely each day. If there is anything we 
can help with, or support that we can give, please do call 
01322 221589 and we will get back to you as soon as 
possible. 


